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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR LI 14 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. AppHcant's submission filed on 04/22/05 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 6, 11, 21, 25, 28, 31-32, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Short et al (6,636,894 Bl) in view of Cobo (6,496,690 Bl), and further in 
view of Shapiro et al (5,991,810). . 

In reference to claim J, Short teaches a method for controlling access of a user to a 
telecommunications network via a gateway server comprising: the gateway server receiving a 
profile identifier (column 8 lines 54-60). The user enters their login information, which is 
inherently sent to the gateway server where the profile database is stored. The gateway server 
accessing a profile stored in a database at the first data structure based on the profile identifier, 
the profile containing at least one access criterion (column 1 1 lines 19-25). The user is allowed 
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access depending on the profile information (column 13 lines 29-34), If all the access criteria are 
satisfied, the gateway server allowing the user access to the telecommunications network 
(column 13 lines 13-21). If any access criteria are not satisfied, the gateway server denying the 
user access to the telecommunications network (column 13 lines 3-12). The denied user is 
directed to another page. By directing the user to another web page the user is denied access to 
the telecommunications network. 

Although Short discloses using the profile to keep historical data for billing (column 12 
lines 32-34), Short does not expressly disclose criteria measuring a dynamically decrementable 
resource and during access to the telecommunications network when the criteria becomes 
unsatisfied the gateway server terminating the users access to the telecommunication network. 

Cobo discloses a system for providing prepaid subscriber service to a telecommunication 
network (abstract). The system of Cobo subtracts calculated charges from a prepaid subscriber's 
account balance as calls progress (column 4 lines 49-64). When the balance goes to zero the 
connection is disconnected (column 5 lines 61-63). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to decrement the resource, measured by the criteria, dynamically as in the system 
of Cobo in the system of Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because the user may not be comfortable with a long term contract, therefore the prepaid 
subscription allows the user to pay only for what they require. 

Although Short discloses a profile database used for authentication of a client, the AAA 
server is not a part of the gateway server. 
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Shapiro discloses the gateway server containing the access control agent that contain the 
access control list (access criteria) and is used to determine whether the client is authorized to 
access the web site information (column 3 lines 24-67). The access control look up tables are 
organized by name (column 5 lines 26-34) therefor the gateway server based solely on the profile 
identifier (name) received at the gateway server and the profile corresponding thereto stored at 
said gateway server. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to include the access control information in the gateway server as in Shapiro in the 
system of Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because 
this would reduce the number of devices required and therefore the cost of the system. 

In reference to claims 6 and 11, Short teaches a method for controlling access of a 
computer terminal having a terminal communications device (Fig. 1 part 14) connected to 
telecommunications lines to a computer network via a gateway server (Fig. 1 part 12). The 
computer terminal has readable media storing an address for accessing said gateway server 
(column 8 Unes 5-19). The MAC address is an address used by the terminal computer for 
gaining access to the networks and therefore the gateway. The MAC address is used by the 
terminal and therefore stored in the readable media. Short discloses a database at the first data 
structure storing at least one profile correlated to a profile identifier, said profile including an 
access criterion (column 1 1 lines 18-25). The AAA server determines the access rights of the 
particular user (column 12 lines 21-29). These access rights perform the fijnction of the access 
criterion because they are used to determine the amount of access the user gets. The computer 
terminal accessing said gateway server at the predetermined address via said telecommunications 
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lines (column 8 lines 5-19). The address is used to describe the location of the terminal and 
therefore the predetermined address at which the terminal gains access. The communication is 
carried out on telecommunication lines (Fig. 1). The gateway server contains the AAA server 
(column 4 Unes 54-58); therefore the gateway server receives a profile identifier at said server 
communications device, since the login page is maintained at the local gateway device. 
Regarding the server communication device, the server is connected to the network and therefore 
inherently contains a server communications device. The gateway server accessing a profile 
associated with the profile identifier received (column 12 lines 21-28). The gateway server 
determines whether the access criterion is satisfied (column 12 lines 21-45). Short discloses 
examples of access criterion that need to be satisfied for a person to gain access to the network 
and the QoS of the network access. If the entire access criterion in a profile associated with a 
requesting computer terminal are satisfied, the gateway server allowing the requesting computer 
terminal access to the computer network (column 13 lines 13-21). If the access criterion in a 
profile associated with a requesting computer terminal are not satisfied, the gateway server 
denying the requesting computer terminal access to the computer network (column 13 lines 3- 
12). The system allows access based on the information stored in the profile because the 
connection is redirected if the user is denied access to allow the user to subscribe to the service 
and have there information added to the profile. 

Although Short discloses using the profile to keep historical data for billing (column 12 
lines 32-34), Short does not expressly disclose criteria measuring a dynamically decrementable 
resource and during access to the telecommunications network when the criteria becomes 
unsatisfied the gateway server terminating the users access to the telecommunication network. 
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Cobo discloses a system for providing prepaid subscriber service to a telecommunication 
network (abstract). The system of Cobo subtracts calculated charges from a prepaid subscriber's 
account balance as calls progress (column 4 lines 49-64). When the balance goes to zero the 
connection is disconnected (column 5 lines 61-63). In addition Cobo teaches a removable 
computer readable media at the computer terminal (Fig. 1 part 15) 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to decrement the resource, measured by the criteria, dynamically as in the system 
of Cobo in the system of Short. One of ordinary skilHn the art would have been motivated to do 
this because the user may not be comfortable with a long term contract, therefore the prepaid 
subscription allows the user to pay only for what they require. 

Although Short discloses a profile database used for authentication of a client, the AAA 
server is not a part of the gateway server. 

Shapiro discloses the gateway server containing the access control agent that contain the 
access control list (access criteria) and is used to determine whether the client is authorized to 
access the web site information (column 3 lines 24-67). The access control look up tables are 
organized by name (column 5 lines 26-34) therefor the gateway server based solely on the profile 
identifier (name) received at the gateway server and the profile corresponding thereto stored at 
said gateway server. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to include the access control information in the gateway server as in Shapiro in the 
system of Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because 
this would reduce the number of devices required and therefore the cost of the system. 
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In reference to claims 21 and 25, are rejected as in the rejection for claim 6 and 1 1 . Short 
teaches further, the user profile including historical data, such as the amount of time the user has 
access the network (column 12 lines 32-36). The system of Sharp would inherently calculate the 
balance from this historical information, which would provide the system with the fees to charge 
the user of the terminal. The historical information is stored in the user profile that provides the 
access rights used to determine whether to allow access or not. 

Although Short discloses using the profile to keep historical data for billing (column 12 
lines 32-34), Short does not expressly disclose criteria measuring a dynamically decrementable 
resource and during access to the telecommunications network when the criteria becomes 
unsatisfied the gateway server terminating the users access to the telecommunication network. 

Cobo discloses a system for providing prepaid subscriber service to a telecommunication 
network (abstract). The system of Cobo subtracts calculated charges from a prepaid subscriber's 
account balance as calls progress (column 4 lines 49-64). When the balance goes to zero the 
connection is disconnected (column 5 lines 61-63). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to decrement the resource, measured by the criteria, dynamically as in the system 
of Cobo in the system of Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because the user may not be comfortable with a long term contract, therefore the prepaid 
subscription allows the user to pay only for what they require. 

Although Short discloses a profile database used for authentication of a client, the AAA 
server is not a part of the gateway server. 
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Shapiro discloses the gateway server containing the access control agent that contain the 
access control list (access criteria) and is used to determine whether the client is authorized to 
access the web site information (column 3 lines 24-67). The access control look up tables are 
organized by name (column 5 hnes 26-34) therefor the gateway server based solely on the profile 
identifier (name) received at the gateway server and the profile corresponding thereto stored at 
said gateway server. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to include the access control information in the gateway server as in Shapiro in the 
system of Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because 
this would reduce the number of devices required and therefore the cost of the system. 

In reference to claims 28 and 32, are rejected as in the rejection for claim 6 and 1 1 . Short 
teaches further providing removable computer readable media at said computer terminal, said 
readable media storing an address for accessing said gateway server and a profile identifier 
(column 2 lines 1-44). The removable media at the computer terminal is the portable computer 
that is removable and connects to the network such as the airport network and is therefore also 
the terminal. The system then directs the user to portal page, as a result no additional sofl;ware is 
required (column 3 line 41 to column 4 line 13). 

In reference to claims 31 and 35, wherein said computer terminal utilizes an Internet 
browser to receive Internet transmissions, the method further comprising programming 
instructions at said removable computer readable media directing the launch of said Internet 
browser and directing the Internet browser to a predetermined Internet address. The system 
disclosed by Short teaches a system wherein the user opens a web browser on the user system 



Application/Control Number: 09/765,893 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2135 

(column 9 lines 3 1-34). The user is then redirected to a portal server and therefore a 
predetermined address (column 9 lines 36-43). 

In reference to claims 22 and 26 are rejected as in claims 21 and 25 above. Short 
discloses a system wherein historical data is maintained for use in billing the user. The terminal 
(14) also includes a display. In addition Short describes his system as a transparent system 

Short does not expressly disclose displaying the billing information to the user on the 

display. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to display the billing information and therefore the balance on the user's screen in 
the system disclosed by Sharp. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because Short discloses a system for transparently accessing the gateway, providing the cost 
of accessing the network through the gate way increases the transparency of the system. 

Claims 2-4, 7-9, 12-15, 17, 19, 24, 29-30,and 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Short in view of Cobo and further in view of Shapiro as applied to 
claim 1, 6, and 11 above, and further in view of Moriconi et al (20010007133). 

In reference to claims 17 and 19, are rejected as in the rejection for claim 6 and 1 1 ; 
however Short does not discloses providing a chronometer at the gateway server, determining the 
time of day of the computer terminal access, and determining whether the computer terminal 
access has occurred during the access time period. 

Moriconi discloses access criteria that include the time of day (page 5 paragraph 0067). 
As a resuh the system of Moriconi would include a chronometer that would determine the time 
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of date. The criteria are access criteria, which implies that the system of Moriconi determines 
whether the computer terminal access has occurred during the time of day. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the time of day as access criteria as shown in Moriconi in the system of 
Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because the system 
of Short may what to charge different fees for access during different times of the day as well as 
charging different fees from different locations. 

In reference claims 2, 7, and 12, wherein at least one of said access criterion is time of 

day. 

Short does not expressly disclose the time of day as an access criterion. 
However, Moriconi discloses access criteria that include the time of day (page 5 
paragraph 0067). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the time of day as access criteria as shown in Moriconi in the system of 
Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because the system 
of Short may what to charge different fees for access during different times of the day as well as 
charging different fees from different locations. 

In reference to claims 5, 8, and 13, wherein at least one of said access criteria is the day 
of the week. Short does not expressly disclose the day of the week as access criteria. 

However, Moriconi teaches that the access criteria that include the time of day (page 5 
paragraph 0067) as well as custom-defined access criteria. As a result the day of the week could 
be custom-defined by the designer of the system. 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the day of the week as access criteria as shown in Moriconi in the system of 
Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because the system 
of Short may what to charge different fees for access during certain days of the week and 
different fees for access from different locations. 

In reference to claims 4, 9, and 14, wherein said profile additionally contains an account 
balance available to the user and the gateway server continuously decrements said account 
balance by the time elapsed during access to the telecommunications network. Short also 
teaches the user profile including historical data, such as the amount of time the user has access 
the network (column 12 lines 32-36). The system of Sharp would include calculating the balance 
from this historical information, which would provide the system with the fees to charge the user 
of the terminal. The balance is then the access criteria used to determine whether to allow access 
or not. 

In reference to claim 24, wherein the gateway server timing the computer network access 
and continuously decrementing said account balance by the time elapsed during access to the 
computer network. Short also teaches the user profile including historical data, such as the 
amount of time the user has access the network (column 12 lines 32-36). The system of Sharp 
would include calculating the balance from this historical information. 

Sharp does not expressly disclose decrementing the account balance by the time elapsed. 

However, Moriconi teaches that the access criteria that include the time of day (page 5 
paragraph 0067) as well as custom-defined access criteria. Decrementing the time elapsed 
during the access to the computer network is carried out by custom-defined criteria. 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the day of the week as access criteria as shown in Moriconi in the system of Short 
using the historical data. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this 
because the system of Short may what to charge different fees for access during certain days of 
the week and different fees for access from different locations. 

In reference to claims 29 and 33, wherein the access criterion is the account balance of 
time. Sharp does not expressly disclose the user of account balance of time as access criterion. 

However, Moriconi teaches that the access criteria that include the time of day (page 5 
paragraph 0067) as well as custom-defined access criteria. As a result the account balance of 
time is a custom-defined access criteria and therefore defined by the designer of the system. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the day of the week as access criteria as shown in Moriconi in the system of 
Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because the system 
of Short may what to charge different fees for access during certain days of the week and 
different fees for access from different locations. 

In reference to claims 30 and 34, wherein the profile further includes predefined content 
criteria, the method fijrther comprising monitoring the Internet access and intercepting any 
Internet transmissions defined in the content criteria. Sharp does not expressly disclose content 
as access criterion 

However, Moriconi teaches that the access criteria that include the time of day (page 5 
paragraph 0067) as well as custom-defined access criteria. Custom defined access criteria would 
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include content. The policy rules, disclosed by Moriconi, include the custom-defined access 
criteria. These poUcy rules are further used to grant or deny access (page 7 paragraph 0093). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use custom-defined access criteria as shown in Moriconi in the system of Short 
to grant or deny access depending on the content. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do this because it could be used to prevent users from misusing the system to 
view unacceptable content. 

In reference to claim 15, in which said computer terminal includes a display, the system 
further comprising programming instructions stored at the first data structure directing the 
gateway server to transmit data representing the account balance to the computer terminal for 
display thereat. Short discloses a system wherein historical data is maintained for use in billing 
the user. 

Short does not expressly disclose displaying the billing information to the user on the 

display. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to display the billing information and therefore the balance on the user's screen in 
the system disclosed by Sharp. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because Short discloses a system for transparently accessing the gateway, providing the cost 
of accessing the network through the gate way increases the transparency of the system. 
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Claims 5, 10, 16, 18, 20, 23, and 27jfejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Short in view of Cobo and further in view of Shapiro as applied to claims 1, 6, 
1 1, 17, 19, 21, 25 above, and further in view of Curry et al (6,233,234 Bl). 

Although Short discloses communication between users and networks through dial-up, 
Short does not expressly disclose the gateway server receiving automatic number identification 
data from a public switched telephone network identifying the telephone number from which a 
user is connecting. 

Curry discloses the gateway server receiving the telephone number of the terminal from 
which the user is connecting (column 18 lines 1-14). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to receive the telephone number of the calling party as disclosed by Curry in the 
system of Short. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because 
the information is a convenient way to identify the user's location from a dial-up network. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paula W. KUmach whose telephone number is (571) 272-3854. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thr 9:30 a.m to 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Conclusion 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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